Beyond tyrosine kinase inhibitors: Combinations and other agents.
The modern therapeutic strategy for patients with chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) has been successfully altered by first and subsequently second generation tyrosine kinase inhibitors. However, despite high rate of molecular response, minimal residual disease persists in the majority of patients. Thus other approaches are warranted in order to eliminate the leukemia stem cells. Targeting CML stem cells could be of clinical benefit and a number of new agents are currently tested in phase I/II trials. Also immunological approaches with vaccination strategies and combination of tyrosine kinase inhibitors with various form of interferons are actively ongoing.